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custom duties & vat applicable on agro-inputs

West africa fertilizer Watch
 providing Weekly information on the impact of covid-19 on the West africa fertilizer market
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HigHligHtS
Sanitary/economic restrictions ease as deliveries continue. 
Although cases of COVID-19 continue to increase in the region (+53% 
in one week), several countries have begun opening their economies 
as the planting season approaches. Ports, transport, borders, and input 
outlets are functional, despite some additional slowdowns and hassles.
National, regional, and continental responses are being put in place:

Following the ECOWAS Ministers of Agriculture declaration of  �
March 27 and April 23 Extraordinary Summit, the African Union 
did the same on April 27 with food security and nutrition during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, a few months before the commencement of 
trading of the Continental African Free Trade Area (CtFA). Agro 
inputs are considered essential and/or strategic commodities. 
In  � ghana, deliveries for Planting for Food and Jobs (PFJ) 2020 have 
commenced. In Côte d’ivoire, fertilizer imports are considered 
to produce 500,000 tons of additional rice. togo is ready to 
implement its COVID-19 agricultural response plan. 

the ECOWAS and UEMOA Common External tariff (CEt) 
is well applied for all agricultural inputs, with an almost general 
exemption from customs duties and VAT for fertilizers. While customs 
duties are 5% for seeds and pesticides, a 15-18% VAT is applied more 
often on seeds. Exemptions are frequent in the context of public 
interventions (e.g. subsidies).
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Custom duties and VAT regimes compiled by IFDC, WAFA, AfricaFertilizer.org, CILSS, CropLife, CORAF, and AFSTA.
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