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AN OKRA PRODUCER
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In Orkadiéré, a village located about
70 km from Matam, Sadio Ba, an okra
Bproducer, tells us about his adven-
. ith the microdosing technology.

2019, Ba decided to visit one of his
“friends living in Mboro. Once there, he dis-
covered that his friend was involved in the
‘production of other crops, in addition to
okra, as well as livestock and fish farming.
| Back in his village, having such a farm had
| been Ba’s dream, but unfortunately, he did
not have the means to make it happen.

! With microdosing, | have decreased
the amount of fertilizer used and in-
creased my yields,.,
During the 2021/22 rainy season, Ba
was selected as a beneficiary by the
Regional Directorate of Rural Deve-
lopment (DRDR) of Matam as part of
the Feed the Future Senegal Dundél
Suuf project for scaling up the microdo-
sing technology. He planted 1 hectare
of okra with this fertilization technology.
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Ba does not regret the choice he made.
Sincelearningaboutmicrodosing, hisyields
have continued to rise, while the amount
of fertilizer used has decreased compared
to his traditional fertilization practice.

«Microdosing is both economical and
profitable. Instead of the 600 kg/ha | nor-
mally use with broadcast fertilizer, | only
needed 219 kg/ha with microdosing.
In addition, my yield went from 9 to 14
metric tons with microdosing because
the fertilizer acts directly on the plants.»



I have begun to realize my
dream, thanks to micro-

dosing.
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With the savings on fertiliz-
er and the income from sell-
ing okra, Ba is realizing his
dream. “Support from the
Dundél Suuf project has al-
lowed metoinvestmyincome
from growing okra in other
crops, such as watermelon
and eggplant, but | have also
increased my okra produc-
tion. In addition, the prof-
its generated by okra have
contributed to the establish-
ment of a poultry business.”

Ba invested 370,000 CFA
francs in the construc-
tion of a chicken house
and 90,000 CFA francs in
the purchase of chickens
and three bags of feed at
éZ0,000 CFA francs each.

 Satisfied with microdosing,
. Sadio Ba recommends that

% all farmers apply microdos-
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ing. He says he is ready
to train other producers
in the area to take advan-
tage of this technology.
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